
 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

July 17, 2023 at 6:00 PM 
Hewitt City Hall, 200 Patriot Court, Hewitt, TX 76643 

AGENDA 
 

Steve Fortenberry, Mayor, Ward 3 
Erica Bruce, Mayor Pro Tem, Ward 3 – Michael S. Bancale, Council Member, At-Large 
Johnny Stephens, Council Member, Ward 1 – Johnny Price, Council Member, Ward 2 

Bob Potter, Council Member, Ward 2 – Brad Turner, Council Member, Ward 1 
  

The meeting will be streamed live on the city’s website at www.cityofhewitt.com/790/Hewitt-TX-
TV. 
 
Pursuant to Texas Government Code Sec. 551.127, on a regular, non-emergency basis, members 
may attend and participate in the meeting remotely by video conference. Should that occur, a 
quorum of the members will be physically present at the location noted above on this agenda. 

  
WORKSHOP MEETING - 6:00 PM 

 
WORKSHOP DECLARATION OF A QUORUM AND CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
 
WORKSHOP AGENDA  
      
 1. Presentation and discussion concerning FY 2023-2024 Proposed Operating and Capital 

Budget. 
 
WORKSHOP ADJOURNMENT  

REGULAR MEETING - 7:00 PM 
 
DECLARATION OF A QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION(S) AND RECOGNITION(S)  
      
 2. Special presentation from the Hewitt Police Department. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
The City Council invites citizens to speak on any topic not already scheduled for a public hearing. The 
Texas Open Meetings Act prohibits the Council from discussing, responding to, or acting on any 
comments or items not properly posted on the agenda. (Note: Members of the public who wish to speak 
must complete a “Public Comment Form” and present it to the City Secretary before the meeting.) 
 
REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS  
      
 3.  Approve minutes of the City Council Workshop/Regular Meeting of July 3, 2023. 
      
 4. Discussion and reminder concerning Cyber Security Training mandated by House Bill (HB) 

3834. 
      
 5. Update on Hewitt Public Library policy. 
      
 6. Update on Texas Intrastate Fire Mutual Aid System (TIFMAS) Program Deployments. 
      
 7. Briefing and discussion concerning Financial Statements ending June 30, 2023. 
      
 8. Discussion and possible action on approval of the Quarterly Investment Report for the quarter 

ending June 30, 2023. 
      
 9. Discussion and possible action on the City of Hewitt's vote for Seat One of the McLennan 

County 9-1-1 Emergency Assistance District. 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the Public Notice Board located in front of City 
Hall on July 12, 2023, by 5:00 PM. 
 
CITY OF HEWITT 
 
Lydia Lopez                 
Lydia Lopez, TRMC/CMC 
City Secretary 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Hewitt will provide reasonable accommodations for persons attending 
and/or participating in City Council meetings. The facility is wheelchair accessible, with accessible parking available at the front of the 
building. Requests for sign interpreters or special services must be received forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting by calling the City 
Secretary at 254.296.5602 or by fax at 254.666.6014. 
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COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM FORM 

 
MEETING DATE:  July 17, 2023 
   
AGENDA ITEM #:  3. 
   
SUBMITTED BY:  Lydia Lopez, City Secretary 
   
ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
  
Approve minutes of the City Council Workshop/Regular Meeting of July 3, 2023.  
   
STAFF RECOMMENDATION/ITEM SUMMARY: 
  
Attached is a draft copy of the meeting minutes. Please review and advise if any corrections are 
needed. 
   
FISCAL IMPACT: 
  
Amount Budgeted - N/A 
Line Item in Budget - N/A 
   
SUGGESTED MOTION: 
  
I move to approve the minutes as presented but to allow for corrections. 
   
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
1. 2023-07-03 City Council Workshop Regular Meeting Minutes 
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CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP/REGULAR MEETING 
July 3, 2023 at 5:30 PM 

Hewitt City Hall, 200 Patriot Court, Hewitt, TX 76643 

MINUTES 
 

Steve Fortenberry, Mayor, Ward 3 

Erica Bruce, Mayor Pro Tem, Ward 3 – Michael S. Bancale, Council Member, At-Large 

Johnny Stephens, Council Member, Ward 1 – Johnny Price, Council Member, Ward 2 

Bob Potter, Council Member, Ward 2 – Brad Turner, Council Member, Ward 1 

 
WORKSHOP MEETING - 5:30 PM 

 

WORKSHOP DECLARATION OF A QUORUM AND CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Mayor Steve Fortenberry called the Workshop Meeting to order at 5:30 PM, announced all members 

were present, and   declared a quorum. Council Member Michael Bancale attended the meeting remotely 

by video conference. 
 

WORKSHOP AGENDA 

 

1. Briefing and discussion concerning sign variance request (Agenda Item 3). 

City Manager Bo Thomas introduced Community Development Director Tracy Lankford. Mr. 

Lankford briefed the Council on the sign variance request. 

 

2. Presentation and discussion concerning FY 2023-2024 Proposed Operating and Capital 

Budget. 

City Manager Bo Thomas presented key facts regarding the contents of the FY 2023-2024 

Proposed Budget, which is available on the city's website and on file in the City Secretary's 

Office. Mr. Thomas stated that the  FY 2023-2024 Proposed Budget was balanced including the 

90-day reserve requirement, unrestricted reserves, and that the proposed tax rate is the same 

as the current tax rate. 
 

WORKSHOP ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Erica Bruce moved to adjourn the Workshop meeting at 6:43 PM. 

SECOND: Council Member Bob Potter 

AYES: Bancale, Potter, Price, Stephens, Turner, Bruce, and Fortenberry 

NAYES: None 

ABSENT: None 

MOTION PASSED. 
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REGULAR MEETING - 7:00 PM

DECLARATION OF A QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Steve Fortenberry called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 PM, announced all members were 

present, and declared a quorum.Council Member Michael Bancale attended the meeting remotely by 

video conference.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Fortenberry led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

The City Council invites citizens to speak on any topic not already scheduled for a public hearing. The 

Texas Open Meetings Act prohibits the Council from discussing, responding to, or acting on any 

comments or items not properly posted on the agenda. (Note: Members of the public who wish to speak 

must complete a “Public Comment Form” and present it to the City Secretary before the meeting.)

Mayor Fortenberry read the statement above and inquired if the City Secretary received any public 

comment forms. The City Secretary received no public comment forms.

PUBLIC HEARING(S) AND RELATED ACTION

3. Public hearing and action on Ordinance 2023-06 granting a request for a variance to the sign 

ordinance for a sign located at 337 Enterprise Blvd. as prescribed in Chapter 58 Sign 

Regulations.

City Manager Bo Thomas presented. Mayor Steve Fortenberry opened the hearing at 7:03 PM.

Mayor Fortenberry called for those wishing to speak in favor. Jordan Neal, representing the 

applicant, appeared in support of the request. Mayor Fortenberry called for those in 

opposition. No one appeared. The public hearing was closed at 7:05 PM.

MOTION: Council Member Johnny Price moved to approve Ordinance No. 2023-06 

granting a request for a variance to the sign ordinance for property located at 337 Enterprise 

Blvd. for a twenty-six-and-1/2-foot-tall pylon sign as presented.

SECOND: Council Member Michael Bancale

AYES: Bancale, Potter, Price, Stephens, Turner, Bruce, and Fortenberry

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

MOTION PASSED.

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS

4. Approve minutes of the City Council Workshop/Regular Meeting of June 19, 2023.

MOTION: Council Member Bob Potter moved to approve the minutes but to allow

for corrections.

SECOND: Mayor Pro Tem Erica Bruce
AYES: Bancale, Potter, Price, Stephens, Turner, Bruce, and Fortenberry
NAYES: None

ABSENT: None
MOTION PASSED.
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5. Presentation of the report from City Engineer Miles Whitney, P.E.

• Update on pending utility projects.

• Update on pending street projects.

• Update on pending drainage projects.

City Engineer Miles Whitney presented a review of the list of projects.

6. Discussion and possible action regarding a request from Josie Rendon for waiver of penalty 

and interest on property taxes.

City Manager Bo Thomas presented.

MOTION: Council Member Johnny Price moved to waive the penalties for property taxes

due January 31,2023, for Josie Rendon at 1215 Oakmanor Circle, Hewitt, Texas, 76643.

SECOND: Council Member Johnny Stephens

AYES: Bancale, Potter, Price, Stephens, Turner, Bruce, and Fortenberry

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

MOTION PASSED.

7. Discussion and possible action on FY 2023-2024 Member Funding Assessments for the Waco-

McLennan County Public Health District.

City Manager Bo Thomas presented.

MOTION: Council Member Bob Potter moved to approve the funding assessments for 

the Waco-McLennan County Public Health District for FY 2023-2024.

SECOND: Mayor Pro Tem Erica Bruce

AYES: Bancale, Potter, Price, Stephens, Turner, Bruce, and Fortenberry

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

MOTION PASSED.

8. Discussion and possible action on Resolution No. 2023-04 accepting a new utility easement 

and authorizing the City Manager to execute any instruments necessary or appropriate to carry 

out the abandonment on behalf of the City of Hewitt.

City Manager Bo Thomas presented.

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Erica Bruce moved to approve Resolution No. 2023-04 accepting

a new utility easement and authorizing the City Manager to execute any instruments necessary 

or appropriate to carry out the abandonment on behalf of the City of Hewitt.

SECOND: Council Member Johnny Stephens

AYES: Bancale, Potter, Price, Stephens, Turner, Bruce, and Fortenberry

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

MOTION PASSED.

Mayor Fortenberry recessed the Regular Session to convene the following Executive Session at 

7:23 PM.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Notice is given that a closed meeting will be held pursuant to Section 551.072 

of the Texas Government Code (V.T.C.A.) so that the Council may deliberate the purchase, exchange,

lease, or value of real property - 15 acres on Alliance Parkway.
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ATTEST: 
 

 

 

 

Lydia Lopez, City Secretary Steve Fortenberry, Mayor 

Mayor Fortenberry reconvened the Regular Session at 7:47 PM.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Council Member Michael Bancale moved to adjourn the Regular meeting at 

7:47 PM.

 SECOND: Mayor Pro Tem Erica Bruce

AYES: Bancale, Potter, Price, Stephens, Turner, Bruce, and Fortenberry

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

MOTION PASSED.

Approved:
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COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM FORM 

 
MEETING DATE:  July 17, 2023 
   
AGENDA ITEM #:  4. 
   
SUBMITTED BY:  Jessica Higgins, Human Resource Director/Civil Service Director 
   
ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
  
Discussion and reminder concerning Cyber Security Training mandated by House Bill (HB) 
3834. 
   
STAFF RECOMMENDATION/ITEM SUMMARY: 
  
An email was sent on Monday, July 3, 2023, regarding the cyber security training required by all 
elected officials. The email contained the instructions and deadline for completing the certified 
cyber security training program. 
 
Please complete the training by August 4, 2023. If you need assistance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  
   
FISCAL IMPACT: 
  
Amount Budgeted - N/A 
Line Item in Budget - N/A 
   
SUGGESTED MOTION: 
  
No action required. 
   
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
None 
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COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM FORM 

 
MEETING DATE:  July 17, 2023 
   
AGENDA ITEM #:  5. 
   
SUBMITTED BY:  Waynette Ditto, Library Director 
   
ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
  
Update on Hewitt Public Library policy. 
   
STAFF RECOMMENDATION/ITEM SUMMARY: 
  
Library Director Waynette Ditto will present an update to the Library policy regarding a request 
for reconsideration of Library materials. 
   
FISCAL IMPACT: 
  
Amount Budgeted - N/A 
Line Item in Budget - N/A 
   
SUGGESTED MOTION: 
  
No action required. 
   
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
1. Reconsideration of Library Materials7 2023 
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Statement about the Reconsideration of Library Materials 

A singular obligation of the Hewitt Public Library is to reflect within its collection differing points of 
view on controversial or debatable subjects. The Hewitt Public Library does not declare particular 
beliefs or views, nor does the selection of an item express or imply an endorsement of the 
author's viewpoint. Library materials will not be marked or identified to show approval or 
disapproval of the contents. 

Comments from community members about the collection or individual items in the collection 
frequently provide librarians with valuable information about interests or needs that the 
collection may not adequately meet. The Library welcomes expression of opinion by patrons but 
will be governed by the Library's Collection Development Policy in adding or deleting items from 
the collection. 

Active patrons who request the reconsideration of library materials will be asked to put their 
request in writing by completing and signing the form (below) entitled "Request for 
Reconsideration of Library Material." Requests from Hewitt Citizens will only be considered. 

Upon receipt of a formal, written request, the Director will appoint an ad hoc committee from the 
professional staff, including the acquisition staff member, for the subject area of the item in 
question. The committee will make a written recommendation to the Director, who will then 
decide on the material's disposition. In writing, the Director will communicate this decision and its 
reasons to the person who initiated the request for reconsideration at the earliest possible date 
but no longer than 90 days. The material in question will stay on the shelves until a final 
determination has been made. The Director will inform the Library Advisory Board of all requests 
for reconsideration of library materials and their disposition. 

If the person who initiated the request is not satisfied with the decision of the Director, he/she 
may appeal the decision to the Library Advisory Board by making a written request to the 
President of the Board. The Advisory Board has 60 days to review the decision. The Advisory Board 
will determine whether the request for reconsideration has been handled in accordance with the 
stated policies and procedures of the Hewitt Public Library. On the basis of this determination, the 
Board may vote to uphold or override the decision of the Director.  

If the Library Board supports the decision, the person who initiated the request can ask the Library 
Board to appoint an ad hoc committee consisting of Hewitt residents, who will then decide on the 
material's disposition. The Library Board President will communicate the decision in writing at the 
earliest date but no longer than 60 days from the request. The Advisory Boards' decision is final. 

 

 

 

 
 
Rev. 07 10 2023 Library Board Approved 
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Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials 
 
Instructions:  Please read, watch, or listen to the entire book, magazine, video, or sound recording 
you wish to discuss before completing this form. Complete one form for each item for 
reconsideration. The Hewitt Public Library has established a collection development policy and 
procedure for gathering input about particular items. Completion of this form is the first step in 
that procedure. If you wish to request a reconsideration of a resource, please return the 
completed form to the library director. The material will stay on the shelves until a final decision 
has been reached. 

Date Received Action Date Received Action Final 
Determination 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 

 

 

 
The material you wish to discuss: 
 
Author/Artist   
 
Title   
 
Book   Periodical   Other   Publisher/Date   
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Name of person making the request    
 
 
Address: ____________________ Hewitt, Tx 76643       
 
 
Email____________________       Phone Number: ________________

 
Do you represent? 
 

   Yourself 
 

   Organization (name)    
 
 
Are you a Hewitt resident?      Circle    Yes      No 
 
Do you have an active Hewitt Public Library card? Circle     Yes        No 
 
Only Hewitt residents' requests with active library cards will be considered. 
 
Please answer the following questions. 
 

1. Have you read the Hewitt Public Library Collection Development Policy?  
      Circle Yes  No 
 
 
2. What is objectionable about this item, program, display, digital resource, or 

artwork? Please be specific and cite page numbers, scenes, or tracks. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
3. What brought this to your attention? 

 
 
 
 

 
4. Have you read/viewed/listened to this work/exhibition in its entirety? What have 

you read/viewed/listened to, or attended if not? 
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5. What do you want the committee to consider, such as reclassifying or removing this 
item from the collection? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
6. What are the positive points of this material? 

 
 
 
 
 

7. Can you suggest other resources for additional information and viewpoints, 
including policies, articles, and reviews? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
8. Do you have a recommendation for an alternative to this item, display, digital 

resource, artwork, or program? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:                      Signature of Patron:  __________________ 

 
 
 
                    Signature Library Director _____________

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. 07 10 2023 Library Board Approved 

Page 13 of 38



 
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM FORM 

 
MEETING DATE:  July 17, 2023 
   
AGENDA ITEM #:  6. 
   
SUBMITTED BY:  Jonathan Christian, Fire Chief 
   
ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
  
Update on Texas Intrastate Fire Mutual Aid System (TIFMAS) Program Deployments. 
   
STAFF RECOMMENDATION/ITEM SUMMARY: 
  
Fire Chief Christian will present an update on TIFMAS deployments to Perryton and Matador, 
TX in response to tornado damage. 
   
FISCAL IMPACT: 
  
Amount Budgeted - N/A 
Line Item in Budget - N/A 
   
SUGGESTED MOTION: 
  
No action required. 
   
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
None 
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COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM FORM 

 
MEETING DATE:  July 17, 2023 
   
AGENDA ITEM #:  7. 
   
SUBMITTED BY:  Lee Garcia, Finance Director 
   
ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
  
Briefing and discussion concerning Financial Statements ending June 30, 2023. 
   
STAFF RECOMMENDATION/ITEM SUMMARY: 
  
The financial statements ending June 30, 2023 were sent electronically on July 10, 2023.  This is 
an opportunity for the council to ask any questions or make comments. 
   
FISCAL IMPACT: 
  
Amount Budgeted - N/A 
Line Item in Budget - N/A 
   
SUGGESTED MOTION: 
  
No action required. 
   
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
None 
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COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM FORM 

 
MEETING DATE:  July 17, 2023 
   
AGENDA ITEM #:  8. 
   
SUBMITTED BY:  Lee Garcia, Finance Director 
   
ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
  
Discussion and possible action on approval of the Quarterly Investment Report for the quarter 
ending June 30, 2023. 
   
STAFF RECOMMENDATION/ITEM SUMMARY: 
  
The City's Investment Policy, Section XI. Reporting (PFIA 2256-023) requires the preparation 
of a quarterly report for the City Council.  Please see the following Investment Report for the 
Quarter ending June 30, 2023. 
   
FISCAL IMPACT: 
  
Amount Budgeted - N/A 
Line Item in Budget - N/A 
   
SUGGESTED MOTION: 
  
I move to approve the Quarterly Investment Report as of June 30, 2023. 
   
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
1. 2023 June Quarterly Investment Report 
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UTILITY FUND 

UF Unrestricted 

20-125 EWB UF Unrestricted East West Bank 5.01 8/17/2023 5.010 988,191.02 8/17/2023 

20-128 FNB UF First National Bank 5.25 6/14/202• 5.250 2,576,848.50 6/14/2024 

20-120 UF-Operating Independent Bank MM 5.120 600,000.00 

5.174 4,165,039.52 

Utility Fund Operating 

None Cash on Hand Cash 0.000 1,300.00 

20-120 UF-Operating Independent Bank MM 5.120 948,319.95 

20-200 UF Oper-Txpl TexPool LGIP 5.054 24,352.74 

5.112 973,972.69 

UF Equipment Res 

20-267 UF Equip-SSB Southside Bank MM 5.220 242,406.25 

20-203 UF Equip-Txpl TexPool LGIP 5.054 5,771.98 

5.216 248,178.23 

UF Water Deposits 

20-140 UF-Deposits Independent Bank MM 5.120 572,040.66 

20-201 UF Dep-Txpl TexPool LGIP 5.054 1,693.82 

5.120 573,734.48 

UF Self-Supt Debt 

20-138 UF-Debt Independent Bank MM 5.120 614,373.99 

20-266 UF Debt-SSB Southside Bank MM 5.220 330,204.42 

20-204 UF Debt-Txpl TexPool LGIP 5.054 122,434.85 

5.143 1,067,013.26 

UF 90 Day Reserve 

20-122 UF-Oper Res 18 Independent Bank MM 5.120 1,394,500.57 

5.120 1,394,500.57 

Total Utility Fund 8,422,438.75 

Drainage Fund 

12-120 OF Oper Independent Bank MM 5.120 434,009.81 

5.120 434,009.81 

UF Capital Projects 

25-120 UF Cap Oper Independent Bank MM 5.120 10,130.51 

25-200 UF Cap-Txpl TexPool LGIP 5.054 10,768.68 

5.086 20,899.19 

29,143,210.82 
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COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM FORM 

 
MEETING DATE:  July 17, 2023 
   
AGENDA ITEM #:  9. 
   
SUBMITTED BY:  Jim Devlin, Assistant City Manager 
   
ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
  
Discussion and possible action on the City of Hewitt's vote for the unexpired term of Seat One 
of the McLennan County 9-1-1 Emergency Assistance District. 
   
STAFF RECOMMENDATION/ITEM SUMMARY: 
  
The McLennan County 9-1-1 Board of Managers canvassed the ballots received for the 
unexpired term of Seat One (1) on its Board of Managers. Since no candidate received a 
majority (more than 50%) of the votes cast, a run-off between Ryan Holt and Henry Van 
Smith is being held. 
 
According to the District, the votes are required to be returned by August 16, 2023. The ballots 
will then be tabulated, and the individual with the majority of votes cast will be declared the 
appointee to the unexpired term of Seat One (1).  
   
FISCAL IMPACT: 
  
Amount Budgeted - N/A 
Line Item in Budget - N/A 
   
SUGGESTED MOTION: 
  
I move to submit _______________ as Hewitt's nominee. 
   
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
1. McLennan County 9-1-1 Emergency Assistance District Board of Managers 
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